LOTUS CHALLENGE – ROUND 6 –LICHTENBURG 12 JULY 2008
RACE REPORT BY DEREK VD MERWE
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From left to right John Beetge (C), Lauren Muller (C)Ricardo Simon (C) (hidden behind Lauren), Pieter Oosthuizen (B), Fred Alberts (Invitation) and Colin Barfoot (C)
The 6th round of the 2008 Lotus Challenge racing season was held at Lichtenburg on 12 July 2008.
This was the first of our two away- race meetings and besides preparing cars accommodation also had to be arranged.
The pre event entries of 16 grew to 20 with the late entries of Jeff Gable (who returned from a Europe trip the day before), Tony Lederle and Colin Barfoot (his car was finished in the nick of time, by Neil Le Blanc).

Class C set the example with 8 entries, Class B managed 7 entries and Class A only had 3 entries, this was mainly due to the 3 regular Class A competitors, Klippies Krige, James Forbes and Peter Schmidt Loffler having to make the very difficult choice between Lichtenburg and a 25 hour race at Spa in Belgium, which unfortunately coincided with the Lichtenburg event and the Invitation class had 2 entries.
This time round Rod Schafer, was the only Banana boy to brave the cold weather and rough track
Andre du Plessis  and Fred Alberts made sure the invitation class was well supported.
The 2008 Rookie count is still on 12 with no new cars joining us for this event

Allan Dawson,  made a welcome return after his Honda S2000 motor has finally been repaired and he also converted his Birkin to and independent rear suspension. 

Clive Wilmot made a welcome return and the orange BJ was as fast as always.

Lauren Muller decided to switch classes and entered her farther, Joop’s beautifully build green and yellow Locost in Class C which caused quite a stir amongst the class C boys who very nervously enquired about the reasoning for this change.
A VERY BIG thank you to, Tony Heskes, Conn & Colleen Wood who came out to support the racers. On behalf of all the racers, thank you very much! We appreciate the effort.  

Most of the racers arrived at the track early on Friday morning hoping to get some reasonable amount of track time. Unfortunately so did most other categories and in the end practice only started at +-12h00 and we only had two fairly long practice sessions.

Allan Dawson was the first to withdraw from the event when his car lost drive due to a broken CV joint on the newly built IRS. In his effort to turn into the pits Allan was nearly collected by the flying class C car of Gary Hulbert who was about to pass him on the right. Gary’s quick reflexes saved the crash but unfortunately sent him of the track into the tyre barrier at the pit entrance; this tipped his car to within millimetres of a roll which thankfully didn’t happen. He also hit another tyre wall which stopped him from crashing into parked tow vehicles at the pit entrance. A nasty incident, which, thank God, did not result in injure to anyone.

Gary’s car suffered a puncture and a bent sump. In the, by now, traditional Lotus Challenge spirit Stan and the rest of the racers jumped in to fit a new sump and get the wheel repaired. 
Hendrik Pieterse broke a panhard rod bracket and the crew led by Stan (again) assisted by Fred Alberts, started working on this. Everyone left the track at about 19h00, freezing cold and in desperate need for a warm shower and good meal.

At around 20h00 we all met at the local Spur only to get the worst possible service one can get from a restaurant.  Everyone wanted to get a good night’s rest and we packed it in fairly early, some with only salad for dinner.    
Qualifying:

Once again, Lotus Challenge had to break the ice and racers arrived from 6h00 to prepare for a bitter cold and slippery qualifying. 

Tony Lederle, Ken Cloud, Colin Barfoot and Jeff Gable having driven through from Gauteng all arrived on Saturday morning.   

All except Allan Dawson and Gary Hulbert took to the track.  Allan withdrew from the event and Gary was still working hard to fit a new sump and opted to miss qualifying to be ready for the first heat. 

On a short track like Lichtenburg and 18 cars on the track it was difficult to get a clean lap, but most had +- 10 laps to set a time.  In class A Clive Wilmot showed he is still as lightning quick as ever and set a very good pole time of 46.526 sec.
Stan Alford took Class B pole position with an equally impressive 48.795

Rookie, John Beetge took class C pole with a time 0.7 seconds inside the cut-off time. 

Qualifying results:
	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Best time
	In Lap
	 Avg. Spd 
	Diff
	Laps
	Chassis
	Engine

	CLASS A

	1
	7
	Clive Wilmot
	46.526
	8
	126.90
	
	10
	CC7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	2
	31
	Glenton Rebello
	47.304
	11
	124.81
	0.778
	11
	Birkin S3
	Opel Superboss 2.0

	CLASS B

	1
	84
	Stan Alford
	48.795
	9
	120.996
	 
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	72
	Derek vd Merwe
	49.16
	7
	120.098
	0.365
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	10
	Anton  Muller
	49.646
	9
	118.922
	0.851
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	4
	50
	Wayne silvester
	51.616
	5
	114.383
	2.821
	9
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	5
	99
	Jeff Gable
	52.502
	9
	112.453
	3.707
	10
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	6
	11
	Ken Cloud
	54.733
	10
	107.869
	5.938
	10
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	7
	87
	Pieter Oosthuizen
	55.266
	8
	106.829
	6.471
	10
	Replica
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	CLASS C  -  Break out time – 52.500

	1
	80
	John Beetge
	53.235
	8
	110.904
	 
	10
	Westfield
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	137
	Tony Lederle
	53.63
	7
	110.088
	0.395
	8
	Caterham
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	3
	20
	Lauren Muller
	53.901
	10
	109.534
	0.666
	10
	Locost
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	4
	28
	J Ricardo Simon
	54.054
	8
	109.224
	0.819
	10
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	5
	44
	Colin Barfoot
	55.975
	6
	105.476
	2.74
	7
	Birkin 7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	6
	81
	Rod Schafer
	56.609
	8
	104.294
	3.374
	9
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	7
	27
	Hendrik Pieterse
	01:02.7
	2
	94.164
	9.464
	9
	Replica 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	DNQ
	66
	Gary Hulbert
	--:--:--.---
	0
	-
	 
	0
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	INVITATION

	1
	25
	Andre du Plessis
	52.81
	10
	111.797
	 
	
	Locost 7
	Ford Rocam 1.6

	2
	4
	Fred Alberts
	55.049
	9
	107.25
	2.239
	
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 16V 1.6 (S/Charged)


Race 1

As luck would have it, a light drizzle started falling minutes before the start of the race.

In class A Glen Rebello and Clive Wilmot had a very close race and they swapped positions a number of times as they bobbed and weaved their way through the much slower class B and C cars. Glen took and kept the lead on lap 10 and Clive had an unfortunate coming together with the class C car of Rod Schafer, when he attempted an overtaking manoeuvre into the very fast turn 1. Both cars suffered damage but Clive’ was terminal and also meant an end to his race weekend.  

In class B, Stan led from the start but was harassed by #72 for 11 of the 15 laps before car 72 attempted a very ambitious overtaking manoeuvre through turn 3, putting two wheels on the dirt causing a spin which stopped just short of the marshal point at turn 4. Anton Muller was close enough to capitalise and took a well deserved second place.  Jeff Gable was still learning the track and he had a good dice with Wayne Silvester. Jeff managed to get passed Wayne on lap 13. Afterwards Jeff made the statement that Lichtenburg was the first track he ever raced on where the traction is better alongside the tarmac, in the rough.
John Beetge led the class C pack with a very determined Lauren Muller and Ricardo Simon chasing hard on his heels. Ricardo may have tried just a little too hard and a number of spins (mainly in the slow turn 2) meant he had no hope of a class victory. Gary Hulbert’s weekend finally came to a halt when  he noticed a drop in oil pressure and he withdrew from the race.
Tony Lederle made good progress through the field but ran out of fuel on lap 11 due to a faulty fuel gauge. Rod Schafer also withdrew on lap 11 after the incident with the class A car of Clive.

In the invitation class Andre du Plessis drove very well, stayed out of trouble and took a comfortable win from Fred Alberts who was struggling with a leaking left front shock absorber.
Race 1 results:

	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Best time
	Lap s
	Total time
	Diff
	 In Lap
	Chassis
	Engine

	CLASS A

	1
	31
	Glenton Rebello
	45.777
	15
	12:26.2
	 
	10
	Birkin S3
	Opel Superboss 2.0

	2
	7
	Clive Wilmot
	47.316
	12
	09:50.2
	3 Laps
	12
	CC7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	CLASS B

	1
	84
	Stan Alford
	49.914
	15
	12:52.8
	 
	14
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	10
	Anton  Muller
	50.269
	15
	12:58.5
	5.771
	10
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	72
	Derek vd Merwe
	49.948
	15
	13:13.6
	20.88
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	4
	50
	Wayne silvester
	51.538
	14
	12:33.3
	1 Lap
	14
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	5
	99
	Jeff Gable
	50.98
	14
	12:33.7
	0.438
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	6
	11
	Ken Cloud
	52.923
	14
	13:02.0
	28.663
	9
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	7
	87
	Pieter Oosthuizen
	53.842
	14
	13:07.3
	33.962
	9
	Replica
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	CLASS C  -  Break out time – 52.500

	1
	80
	John Beetge
	53.226
	14
	13:01.2
	 
	11
	Westfield
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	20
	Lauren Muller
	53.76
	14
	13:14.5
	13.314
	9
	Locost
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	28
	J Ricardo Simon
	53.36
	13
	12:30.3
	1 Lap
	9
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	4
	44
	Colin Barfoot
	56.233
	13
	12:46.7
	16.405
	12
	Birkin 7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	5
	27
	Hendrik Pieterse
	01:05.3
	11
	13:00.4
	3 Laps
	9
	Replica 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	6
	137
	Tony Lederle
	52.809
	10
	09:20.0
	4 Laps
	9
	Caterham
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	7
	81
	Rod Schafer
	55.568
	10
	09:48.7
	28.631
	9
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	DNF
	66
	Gary Hulbert
	57.53


	5
	05:04.1
	9 Laps
	2
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	INVITATION

	1
	25
	Andre du Plessis
	53.817
	13
	12:30.1
	 
	11
	Locost 7
	Ford Rocam 1.6

	3
	4
	Fred Alberts
	56.712
	13
	12:47.9
	17.798
	2
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 16V 1.6 (S/Charged)


Race 2
Glen Rebello’s was the only class A car on the grid and his only challenge was to go for a lap record and taking a bet with Stan that he will lap him in 15 laps. Being 3 seconds a lap faster, doing lap times of 45 seconds and having 15 laps to do it in, meant theoretically this was possible but with all the other much slower cars to content with, it was not going to be easy, but the challenge was on.
The rest of the class B contenders had wished Stan never took that bet as it meant he was driving the wheels of his car setting a new lap record of 48.459,  in the process. Anton and car #72 had a short lived battle which once again Anton won when car#72 was testing Jeff’s theory of traction just off the black stuff only to discover it not to be quite true. Jeff’s learning curve was a short one and he was chasing Anton to the point of catching and then ramming him on lap 12. Unfortunately Jeff once again broke his suspension and was out of the race from third position.
Ken Cloud broke an upright on lap 1 and was out of the race.

In class C, Tony Lederle (with a full tank of fuel this time) took the lead on lap 4 and was on his usual class B hunt. Unfortunately Tony went faster than the class C cut off time of 52.5 handing the race win to John. Lauren, Ricardo, Andre and Fred kept each other in sight. Colin Barfoot also had two good races with two solid fourth places and his confidence is growing after a very unfortunate race season to date.
Race 2 results:
	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Best time
	Lap s
	Total time
	Diff
	 In Lap
	Chassis
	Engine

	CLASS A

	1
	31
	Glenton Rebello
	45.777
	15
	12:26.2
	 
	10
	Birkin S3
	Opel Superboss 2.0

	DNS
	7
	Clive Wilmot
	47.316
	12
	09:50.2
	3 Laps
	12
	CC7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	CLASS B

	1
	84
	Stan Alford
	48.459
	15
	12:33.1
	 
	14
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	10
	Anton  Muller
	49.597
	14
	12:01.5
	1 Lap
	8
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	72
	Derek vd Merwe
	49.027
	14
	12:13.0
	11.494
	5
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	4
	50
	Wayne silvester
	50.259
	14
	12:17.3
	15.775
	7
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	5
	87
	Pieter Oosthuizen
	54.632
	13
	12:45.4
	2 Laps
	12
	Replica
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	6
	99
	Jeff Gable
	49.838
	11
	09:26.7
	4 Laps
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	DNS
	11
	Ken Cloud
	
	
	
	
	
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	CLASS C  -  Break out time – 52.500

	1
	80
	John Beetge
	52.903
	13
	11:57.3
	1 Lap
	5
	Westfield
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	20
	Lauren Muller
	53.257
	13
	12:00.4
	3.087
	11
	Locost
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	28
	J Ricardo Simon
	52.692
	13
	12:04.9
	7.634
	11
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	4
	44
	Colin Barfoot
	53.534
	13
	12:19.2
	21.87
	6
	Birkin 7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	7
	81
	Rod Schafer
	56.032
	12
	12:08.3
	2 Laps
	8
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	5
	27
	Hendrik Pieterse
	01:04.7
	11
	12:19.0
	3 Laps
	4
	Replica 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	Broke out
	137
	Tony Lederle
	51.872


	14
	12:32.7
	 
	4
	Caterham
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	DNS
	66
	Gary Hulbert
	
	
	
	
	
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	INVITATION

	1
	25
	Andre du Plessis
	52.724
	13
	12:00.9
	 
	11
	Locost 7
	Ford Rocam 1.6

	3
	4
	Fred Alberts
	54.729
	13
	12:17.4
	16.454
	4
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 16V 1.6 (S/Charged)


Overall results:
	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Laps
	Total Time
	Diff
	Chassis
	Engine

	 
	 
	CLASS A
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	31
	Glenton Rebello
	30
	24:10.260
	
	Birkin S3
	Opel Superboss 2.0

	2
	7
	Clive Wilmot
	12
	09:50.230
	18 Laps
	CC7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	CLASS B
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	1
	84
	Stan Alford
	30
	25:25.845
	
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	10
	Anton  Muller
	29
	25:00.053
	1 Lap
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	72
	Derek vd Merwe
	29
	25:26.656
	00:26.603
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	5
	50
	Wayne Silvester
	28
	24:50.591
	1 lap
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	4
	87
	Pieter Oosthuizen
	27
	25:52.653
	1 lap
	Replica 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	6
	99
	Jeff Gable
	25
	22:00.378
	2 laps
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	7
	11
	Ken Cloud
	14
	13:01.952
	11 Laps
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	CLASS C
	 
	
	
	 
	 

	1
	80
	John Beetge
	27
	24:58.495
	
	Westfield 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	2
	20
	Lauren Muller
	27
	25:14.896
	00:16.401
	Locost 7
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	3
	28
	Juan Ricardo Simon
	26
	24:35.213
	1 Lap
	Birkin 7
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	4
	44
	Colin Barfoot
	26
	25:05.854
	00:30.641
	Birkin 7
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	5
	81
	Rod Schafer
	22
	21:56.939
	4 Laps
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	6
	27
	Hendrik Pieterse
	22
	25:19.449
	03:22.510
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 16V 1.6

	
	137
	Tony Lederle
	24
	21:52.708
	Broke out
	Caterham
	Ford Zetec 2.0

	DNS
	66
	Gary Hulbert
	5
	05:04.149
	
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 20V 1.6

	 
	
	INVITATION 
	
	
	
	 
	 

	1
	25
	Andre du Plessis
	26
	24:31.070
	
	Locost 7
	Ford Rocam 1.6

	3
	4
	Fred Alberts
	26
	25:05.322
	00:34.252
	Lotus 7 Replica
	Toyota 16V 1.6 (S/Charged)


With three of the regular Class A cars of Klippies, James and Peter, forfeiting their bonus and race points, due to the opportunity of a lifetime to race in the 25 hour race at Spa in Belgium, the Northern regions and class A championship have been thrown wide open. 
The current points standing also does not factor in the best 8 out of 10 events and things may hot up even more.
All the racers have been asked to do race reports from their own perspective and these will be posted on the TLR discussion forum. Please visit the TLR website regularly. 

Points Standing after round 6
	WILMOT TROPHY (Class A)

	1st
	Klippies Krige

	84

	2nd
	Glen Rebello
	83

	3rd
	James Forbes
	46

	4th
	Romano Sartori
	35

	5th
	Piero Dal Bianco
	25

	6th
	Clive Wilmot
	15

	7th
	Peter Schmidt Loffler
	13

	8th
	Sean Hurly
	11

	9th
	Pierre Du Plessis
	9

	10th
	Mike Chitty
	6

	DAVE HASTIE TROPHY (Class C)

	1st
	Ricardo Simon
	98

	2nd
	Rod Schafer
	78

	3rd
	Hendrik Pieterse
	46

	4th
	Gary Hulbert
	45

	5th
	John Beetge
	44

	6th
	Tony Lederle 
	31

	6th
	Colin Barfoot
	29

	8th
	Lauren Muller
	26

	9th
	Ettienne Strydom
	14

	10th
	Ross Stembridge
	2

	RON SLYPER TROPHY (Class B)

	1st
	Stan Alford
	98

	2nd
	Derek vd Merwe
	89

	3rd
	Jeff Gable
	56

	4th
	Wayne Sylvester
	54

	5th
	Anton Muller
	44

	6th
	Ken Cloud
	41

	7th
	Andrew Bekker
	38

	8th
	Pieter Oosthuizen 
	31

	9th
	Neville Stevenson 
	13

	9th
	Brandon Shaw
	13

	11th
	Lauren Muller
	12

	12th
	Gordon Kempson 
	6

	
	
	


	ROOKIE’S POINTS
	CLASS

	1st
	Ricardo Simon
	C
	98

	2nd
	Hendrik Pieterse
	C
	46

	3rd
	Gary Hulbert
	C
	45

	4th
	John Beetge
	C
	44

	5th
	Romano Sartori 
	A
	35

	6th
	Pieter Oosthuizen
	B
	31

	7th
	Lauren Muller
	C
	26

	8th
	Lauren Muller
	B
	12

	
	Ross Stembridge
	C
	2

	
	NON CHAMPIONSHIP
	
	

	
	Fred Alberts
	Invitation
	

	
	Dave Verwoerd
	Invitation
	

	
	Andre du Plessis
	Invitation
	

	
	Willy Lochman
	Invitation
	


NORTHERN REGIONS & LOTUS CHALLENGE Points Leaders – 

Stan Alford & Ricardo Simon – 98 Points 
Next Event
Round 7 of this years’ championship will be at Zwartkops on 9 Aug 2008.

Report by: Derek vd Merwe.# 72
