REPORT BY DEREK VD MERWE - Pictures by Ricardo Simon

The 2008 Lotus Challenge racing is over, the awards function has been held and the champions have been crowned, but
for a handful of racers the season was not over yet.

The race committee ( with some nudging and pushing from Norman Witt ) arranged an away race to East London for
the weekend 28 30 November 2008. Unlike a normal race weekend we had the special bonus of two race meetings on
the same weekend. The 9 Hour Revival on Saturday 29 Nov and the Border 100 on Sunday 30 Nov.

Lotus was represented by:

Class Name Car Province
A  Klippies Krige Seven Plus BMW 2.0 Gauteng
A Sean Hurly & Norman Caterham R400 Rover Eastern Cape
Witt 1.8
B  Anton Muller Birkin Toyota 1.6 20v  Gauteng
B  Lauren Muller Birkin Toyota 1.6 20v  Gauteng
B  Derek vd Merwe Birkin Toyota 1.6 20v  Gauteng
C  Colin Barfoot Birkin Ford Zetec 2.0 Gauteng
C  Fred Alberts Replica ® Toyota 1.6 Gauteng
C Rod Schafer Replica 7 Toyota 1.6 20\KZN
C  Di Dugmore Lotus 23 Toyota 1.6  Western Cape
C  Dave Alexander Europ® Toyota 1.6 20v Western Cape
C  Lorenz Moore Type 5



9 HOUR REVIVAL EVENT

Initially our cars were deemed ineligible for the 9Hour revival event as this is mainly focussed on historic type

cars. However a last minute decision by the organisers, meant the Lotus cars would be eligible for the Pre 86

Hi storic category and we were about to cross swords w
various Ford Escorts and Al fads. I't was a real treat
in the awesome V8 Perana.

|

The format of the 9 hour event was to be two sprint races and a 3 Hour endurance event (single car or team
relay) .

Qualifying was scheduled for Friday afternoon. Due to bad weather and rain, only 13 cars (3 Lotus) braved the
conditions. Derek, Anton and Lauren qualified 1st, 3rd and 5th.

The organisers decided to use the Saturday warm up sessions as a second qualifying session and to use the best
time to determine grid positions. Peter Lindenberg in his Perana took pole followed by Derek and Anton in

2nd and 3rd.
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No.

181
72
10

71
20

80
84

61
37
22

68
36

39
16

11
59

41

112
81
32

113
60

44

94
19
131
46
202
47
43
287
779

QUALIFYING RESULTS:

Name

Peter Lindenberg
Derek v. d. Merwe
Anton Muller

Mike Forsyth

Anthony Corin
Lauren Muller

Colin Ellison
Stefan Puschavez

France Boshoff
Brett Franklin
Johan Van Der Westhuizen

Clive Massel
Barry Scott

Mike Green
Gary Schultz

Dale Landfield
Werner Vonk

Fred Alberts
Paul Hansen
Mike Roberts
Rod Schafer
Estelle Beard

Selwyn Roberts
Louw v. d. Westhuizen

Colin Barfoot
Wesley Skinner
France Boshoff
llani Vonk
Peter Collings
Robbie Krantz
Paul Berry
Clive Massel
Roger Pearce
Paul Berry
llani Vonk

Clive Densham

Overall
BestTm

01:36.019
01:37.232
01:37.374

01:39.205

01:39.340
01:39.862

01:43.492
01:44.565

01:45.483
01:45.929
01:46.978

01:47.884
01:48.602

01:49.236
01:49.604

01:49.779
01:50.056

01:51.439
01:52.440
01:52.700
01:54.565
01:54.655

01:55.308
01:55.604

01:56.179
01:56.242
01:56.905
01:57.801
02:02.091
02:03.279
02:04.369
02:08.262
02:12.905
02:15.313
02:20.462

Q1

01:56.416
01:59.218

02:01.449

01:59.521

02:06.828

02:06.718

02:10.416

01:56.905

02:08.262
02:12.905
02:15.313
02:20.462

Q2
01:36.019
01:37.232
01:37.374

01:39.205

01:39.340
01:39.862

01:43.492
01:44.565

01:45.483
01:45.929
01:46.978

01:47.884
01:48.602

01:49.236
01:49.604

01:49.779
01:50.056

01:51.439
01:52.440
01:52.700
01:54.565
01:54.655

01:55.308
01:55.604

01:56.179
01:56.242

01:57.801
02:02.091
02:03.279
02:04.369






RACE 1:

The rolling start was | ed by Peter Lindenberg and he s
immense power and acceleration which worked well as he and the Can Am stormed away down the straight followed by
the two fox terriers Lotus Sevens of Derek and Anton.

Klippies did not qualify and had to start at the back of the field. The commentators were going nuts as he stormed
through the field to win the race by 40 seconds from Derek in second place.

Anton had problems with his alternator and fan belt. Lauren did not start the race, due to her car going on strike minutes
before the race. Fred and Rod had their own race whilst bobbing and weaving through the saloon cars. Colin was still
nursing his car after a fresh bottom end rebuild and kept the revs under 5500 rpm.

Nor man, in Seanébés Caterham was flying. They were conse
decided to only did 6 laps of the race.

In

Pos No. Name Laps Total time Diff Besttime lap Best speed Car

1 122 Klippies Krige 10 14:12.124 01:30.563 5 155.9 Lotus BMW

2 72 Derek v.d. Merwe 10 14:53.066 40.942 01:37.557 7 144.7 Lotus Toyota

3 181 Peter Lindenberg 10 15:15.952 01:03.8 01:36.127 4 146.9 Perana

4 7 Mike Forsyth 10 15:33.768 01:21.6 01:42.815 3 137.3 Chev AM

5 84 Stefan Puschavez 10 15:42.787 01:30.7 01:43.195 7 136.8 Porsche

6 80 Colin Ellison 10 15:43.640 01:31.5 01:43.566 5 136.3  Alfa Junior

7 61 France Boshoff 9 14:21.784 1lap 01:44.996 4 134.5 Ford Escort

8 22 Johan Van Der Westhuizen 9 14:24.541 2.757 01:46.697 3 132.3 Cortina

9 16 Gary Schultz 9 14:34.458 12.674 01:45.530 3 133.8 Escort

10 68 Clive Massel 9 14:42.404 20.62 01:49.064 3 129.4 BMW

11 39 Mike Green 9 14:42.405 20.621 01:48.523 3 130.1 Alfa

12 11 Dale Langdfield 9 14:58.074 36.29 01:50.053 8 128.3  Ford Capri

13 59 Werner Vonk 9 14:59.133  37.349 01:50.268 8 128.0 Ford Escort

14 57 Barry Scott 9 15:07.091 45,307 01:51.428 6 126.7 Ford Escort

iiS) 41 Fred Alberts 9 15:09.841 48.057 01:50.295 6 128.0 | Lotus Toyota

16 81 Rod Schafer 9 15:23.516 01:01.7 01:52.314 6 125.7 | Lotus Toyota

17 9 Wesley Skinner 9 15:32.205 01:10.4 01:53.549 3 124.3 Escort

18 32 Estelle Beard 9 15:34.246 01:125 01:54.542 7 123.2 | Escort

19 44  Colin Barfoot 9 15:38.128 01:16.3 01:52.697 8 125.3 Lotus Zetec

20 94 llani Vonk 8 14:24.259 2Llaps 01:58.536 7 119.1 Escort

21 10 Anton Muller 8 14:32.152 7.893 01:37.598 7 144.6 ' Lotus Toyota

22 43 Paul Berry 8 15:20.416 56.157 02:05.834 2 112.2 Renualt
Norman Witt & Shaun Hur-

23 6 ley 6 08:42.975 4 Laps 01:39.745 5 141.5 Caterham

24 55 Brendan Smith 6 10:27.340 01:44.4 01:59.931 6 117.7 Ford Escort

Not classified (66% = 6 Laps)

25 4 Paul Hansen 5 08:18.056 5Laps 01:58.433 2 119.2 Ford Escort

26 37 Brett Franklin 4 05:27.298 6 Laps 01:47.389 3 131.5 Toyota

27 71 Anthony Corin 2 02:09.175 8laps 02:07.336 2 110.9 Perana


http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=5
http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=7
http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=17
http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=18
http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=20
http://www.mylaps.com/results/showlaps.jsp?id=1018467&perclass=0&pos=22

RESULTSS RACE 2

I'n race two Klippies | ed the rolling start and for a
swamped by the V86s down the straight but it did not
Chev Can Am, under brakes and through the infield. Anton, unfortunately still had trouble with fan belt and with-
drew on lap 4.

Lauren had a brilliant race after she started at the back of the field to finish a well deserved 5th overall behind

Peter Lindenbergés Capri. Rod Colin and Fred had an a\

Sean worked himself through the field up to second place before once again withdrawing from the race after 6
laps.

Best

Pos No. Name Laps Total time Diff Besttime Inlap speed Car

1 122Klippies Krige 10 15:23.1 01:30.230 5 156.45 Lotus BMW

2 T2perek v. d. Merwe 10 16:34.5 01:11.418 01:36.187 6 146.76 | otus Toyota

3 7 Mike Forsyth 10 16:58.7 01:35.552 01:39.832 2 141.4 Chev Can Am

4  181Peter Lindenberg 10 17:00.6 01:37.427 01:39.700 9 141.59 Capri Perana

5 20 Lauren Muller 9 15:30.7 1Lap 01:39.708 8 141.58 Lotus Toyota

6 80 Colin Ellison 9 15:37.4 33:07.200 01:42.646 7 137.53 Alfa Junior

7 84 Stefan Puschavez 9 15:42.3 50:24.000 01:42.281 7 138.02 Porsche

8 16 Gary Schultz 9 16:10.7 55:40.800 01:45.850 4 133.37 Escort

9 Johan Van Der 9 16122 34:04.800 01:46.096 9  133.06 .
Westhuizen Cortina

10 68 Clive Massel 9 16:23.6 16:48.000 01:48.264 5 130.39 BMW

11 37Brett Franklin 9 16:24.0 15:21.600 01:46.208 9 132.92 Toyota

12 39 Mike Green 9 16:25.1 18:43.200 01:47.562 2 131.24 Alfa

13 44 Colin Barfoot 9 16:42.5 01:11.794 01:46.502 9 132.55 Lotus Ford Zetec

14 81 Rod Schafer 9 16:44.8 01:14.163 01:47.846 7 130.9 Lotus Toyota

15  41Fred Alberts 9 16:45.0 01:14.354 01:49.389 9 129.05 Lotus Toyota

16  11Dale Langfield 9 16:53.4 01:22.767 01:49.560 9 128.85 Ford Capri

17 57Barry Scott 9 16:54.3 01:23.603 01:50.857 9 127.34 Ford Escort

18  94llani Vonk 9 16:56.8 01:26.152 01:50.145 8 128.17 Escort

19 59 Werner Vonk 9 17:00.7 01:30.004 01:51.365 8 126.76 Ford Escort

20 32 Estelle Beard 9 17:09.7 01:39.033 01.52.464 4 125.52 Escort
Norman Witt & . .

21 Shaun Hurley 6 09:54.1 4 Laps 01:33.972 6 150.22 Lotus Toyota

22 43 Paul Berry 6 12:43.3 02:49.222 02:04.560 4 113.33 Renualt

Not classified (66% = 6 Laps)
23 10 Anton Muller 3 05:19.9 7 Laps 01:38.690 2 143.04 Lotus Toyota
24 61 France Boshoff 3 05:23.8 31:40.800 01:45.756 2 133.48 Ford Escort

25 9Wesley Skinner 1 02:01.5 9laps - 1 -
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No.
122
72

181

80
84
22
16
68
39
11
41
59
57
81
44
32
94
43
37

61
10

20
55

71

OVERALL RESULTS 6 9 HOUR REVIVAL SPRINT RACES

Name

Klippies Krige
Derek v. d. Merwe
Peter Lindenberg
Mike Forsyth

Colin Ellison
Stefan Puschavez
Johan Van Der Westhuizen
Gary Schultz

Clive Massel

Mike Green

Dale Langfield
Fred Alberts
Werner Vonk
Barry Scott

Rod Schafer
Colin Barfoot
Estelle Beard

llani Vonk

Paul Berry

Brett Franklin
Norman Witt & Shaun Hurley
France Boshoff
Anton Muller
Wesley Skinner
Lauren Muller
Brendan Smith
Paul Hansen
Anthony Corin

N 01T OO ©

Total Tm
29:35.3
31:27.6
32:16.5
32:32.4
31:21.1
31:25.1
30:36.7
30:45.1
31:06.0
31:07.5
31:51.5
31:54.9
31:59.8
32:01.4
32:08.4
32:20.6
32:44.0
31:21.1
28:03.7
21:51.3
18:37.0
19:45.6
19:52.1
17:33.7
15:30.7
10:27.3
08:18.1
02:09.2

R1
10 [14:12.124]
10 [14:53.066]
10 [15:15.952]
10 [15:33.768]
10 [15:43.640]
10 [15:42.787]
9 [14:24.541]
9 [14:34.458]
9 [14:42.404]
9 [14:42.405]
9 [14:58.074]
9 [15:09.841]
9 [14:59.133]
9 [15:07.091]
9 [15:23.516]
9[15:38.128]
9 [15:34.246]
8 [14:24.259]
8 [15:20.416]
4[5:27.298]

6 [8:42.975]

9 [14:21.784]
8 [14:32.152]
9 [15:32.205]
6 [10:27.340]
5 [8:18.056]
2[2:09.175]

R2
10 [15:23.129]
10 [16:34.547]
10 [17:00.556]
10 [16:58.681]
9 [15:37.444]
9 [15:42.331]
9 [16:12.153]
9 [16:10.668]
9 [16:23.641]
9 [16:25.059]
9 [16:53.438]
9 [16:45.025]
9 [17:00.675]
9 [16:54.274]
9[16:44.834]
9 [16:42.465]
9 [17:09.704]
9 [16:56.823]
6 [12:43.284]
9 [16:24.015]
6 [9:54.062]
3[5:23.834]
3[5:19.937]
1[2:01.482]
9[15:30.671]



9 HOUR REVIVAL 8 3 HOUR ENDURANCE

The final event of the day was a 3 hour endurance event. Competitors could choose between single car or multi car teams
with the multi car teams having to stop 4 minutes per car change.

Due to problems with KIlippiesd car (running |l ean and mi
enter Anton Lauren Derek and Colin as the only Lotus team.

Ominous clouds were building and just like the previous day a late afternoon rain storm was about the hit the track.

The team decided each car will run for 45 minutes and Lauren will do the first stint before the rain starts. The plan back
fired badly as the rain started sooner then expected and resulted in a number of safety car situations. Conditions were
changing constantly from drizzle to hard rain and even some hail for good measure. The race came dangerously close to
being stopped and called off completely, by the clerk of the course.

Lauren probably drove the best race of her relatively short career and she kept the team in a strong position. She was
eventually called in 55 minuets later to hand over to hubby Anton.

The team knew the 4 minute compulsory stops will be hurting their chances and the countdown felt like ages. When Anton
was eventually released his fan belt was lying on the floor and he was called in to pits on his first lap. Derek wknt out an

in worsening conditions managed only two laps before aquaplaning over one of the many rivers which started forming,
crashing into the tyre barrier and retired due to a broken front suspension. Unlike other team races, the team only had one
transponder and in order for the next car to go out, the transponder had to be returned. Derek had no choice but to run back
to the pits to enable the team to carry on with the race. By now the team dropped from 3rd to 11th position.

Colinds car had the full weather kit fitted and i.t was

Colin did a fantastic job by staying out of trouble and
been fixed and he was sent out for the last long stint to run to the end.

Commentator, Roger McCleary, was praising the gutsy Lotus team and very excitedly announced every position
improvement Anton managed to make. Not to be outdone by his better half, Anton drove a fantastic race to get the team
back into a very good 5th overall. And second in class.



