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LOTUS CHALLENGE (ROUND 8) - KYALAMI - 

30 AUGUST 2008 

 

REPORT BY DEREK VD MERWE  
Pictures by Miss Jill Simon  

 

 

The 8th round of the 2008 Lotus Challenge racing season was held at Kyalami on 30 Aug 2008. 

 

Racing at Kyalami, the premier racing track in South Africa, is always something very special and a great 

privilege for the racers Usually we only get one opportunity a year but due to the cancellation of the, early 

season, Midvaal race, we were getting a second bite of the cherry.  (No Gary, not that kind). 

 

We were hopeful of a good turn out and the racers obliged  with 30 entries and all classes being very well 

supported. 

 

 

CLASS ENTRIES ARRIVED  QUALIFYING  RACE 1 RACE 2 

A 8 6 6 6 6 

B 9 8 7 8 7 

C 10 9 7 9 8 

X 3 3 3 3 3 

TOTAL  30 26 23 26 24 

 ENTRIES PER CLASS: 
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Rod Schafer and Alistair Morrish  represented the land of the Banana again. Alistair left his car behind after 

the previous race and drove his 7 back to Durban after the Kyalami event. Now isnôt that what Lotus challenge 

Class C is all about? Well done Al, you have our respect bro. 

 

Jacques Loumeau, Pierre du Plessis, Neville Stevenson and Peter Schmidt Loffler all had to withdraw 

from the event due to their cars not being ready in time. Hard luck guys.  

 

Our Pit allocation was, well how can one put this politely, ehé.well, not very good, spreading from the far end 

of the pits to the old bike Pits on the opposite end, to the parking lot behind the main Pits.  Even though things 

were very cramped, we somehow managed to make the best of it . A BIG thank you  to Ricardo who arrived 

just after 5 am on Saturday morning to reserve the Pit area in the parking lot. Ricardo fought off the officials 

who pushed his self made barrier with their cars and ended up instructing the security guards  to guard the area 

with their lives, which they duly did. 

 

 

Friday practice was very well attended.  

 

The organisers decided it would be a good idea to let 

Lotus, SRA and the Super Saloons all practice 

together. Something we do not really support and 

despite our complaints it was a case of take it or leave 

With very little opportunity to practice at Kyalami, 

most went out with thankfully no incidents other than 

big saloon cars wanting to pick fights with the nimble 

Sevens, out braking and out handling them.  

   

    

 

QUALIFYING  
 

Qualifying was scheduled for 15h50 on Friday 

afternoon and as a result  Philip Vermeulen, 

Tony Lederle and Brandon Shaw were unable 

to qualify due to other commitments 

 

23 Cars took to the track for a 6 lap qualifying 

session. 

 

For the second event in row John Beetge struck 

bad luck ,when he got caught out through the 

esses, spinning into the tyre barrier.  A damaged 

front suspension meant the end of his race 

weekend.  

 

In class A Klippies Krige  was in a league of 

his own and took pole position in time 1.5 

seconds under the existing lap record. Ominous signs for the rest of class A. Not to be out done Anton Muller  

took pole in class B, also 1.5 seconds under the existing lap record. Ettienne Strydom was the fastest class C 

car but handed pole to Ricardo Simon when he broke out  by beating the cut off lap time of 2:08.5 

 

Pre Race PaddockðNote the sticker on Allanôs car  - 

ñPensionerðPlease passò  

PRACTICE  

Colin Barfoot leaving the pits, on his way to pre 

race paddock 
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QUALIFYING RESULTS:  

Pos. No. Name Best time Diff  Chassis Engine 

CLASS A 

1 22 Klippies Krige 01:51.176   Seven Plus BMW 2.0 

2 31 Glenton Rebello 01:55.027 03.851 Birkin Opel Superboss 2.0 

3 12 James Forbes 01:57.813 06.637 Caterham Ford Duratec 2.0 

4 23 Piero Dal Bianco 02:01.199 10.023 Lotus 23 Opel Superboss 2.0 

5 18 Romano Sartori 02:04.494 13.318 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 21 Allan Dawson 02:07.111 15.935 Birkin Honda S2000 

CLASS B 

1 10 Anton Muller 02:00.586   Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

2 84 Stan Alford 02:00.769 00.183 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

3 72 Derek van der Merwe 02:01.015 00.429 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

4 41 Andrew Becker 02:01.346 00.760 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

5 99 Jeff Gable 02:04.343 03.757 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 50 Wayne Silvester 02:07.399 06.813 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

7 87 Pieter Oosthuizen 02:19.436 18.850 Replica 7 Toyota 20V 1.6 

8 40 Brandon Shaw   Did not qualify Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

CLASS C  -  Break out time ï 02:08.500 

1 28 J Ricardo Simon 02:09.978   Birkin Toyota 16V 1.6 

2 44 Colin Barfoot 02:11.361 01.383 Birkin Ford Zetec 2.0 

3 81 Rod Schafer 02:18.783 08.805 Replica 7 Toyota 20V 1.6 

4 80 John Beetge 02:19.977 09.999 Westfield Toyota 20V 1.6 

5 20 Lauren Muller 02:21.401 11.423 Locost Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 27 Hendrik Pieterse 02:28.394 18.416 Replica 7 Toyota 16V 1.6 

7 56 Ettienne Strydom 02:06.184 Broke out Birkin Ford Zetec 2.0 

8 37 Tony Lederle Did not qualify   Caterham Ford Zetec 2.0 

9 74 Philip Vermeulen Did not qualify   Birkin Ford Kent 1700 

INVITATION  

1 25 Andre du Plessis 02:11.506   Locost Ford Rocam 1.6 

2 74 Alistair Morrish 02:14.511 03.005 Replica 7 Toyota Circa 1.8 8V 

3 61 Timothy Clamp 02:15.666 04.160 Locost Ford Rocam 1.6 

Rod and daughter, Mandy, on their way to pre race 

paddock 
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RACE 1 

In class A  Klippies led from start to finish, never being challenged and won by a whopping 28 seconds, setting 

a new class A lap record of 01.52.024. Klippiesô time was also the best time set by any car at the event. Glenton 

and James had lonely race, a fair distance apart. Piero, Romano and Allan had the Class B cars of Anton, 

Andrew, Stan and Derek  all over them, like unemployed relatives. 

In class B, Anton led the pack of four class 

B cars, who got past Allan fairly early in 

the race but Piero and Romano were going 

to make a race of it and gave Anton a race 

of his life. Anton would eventually finish 

ahead of both through some brave 

overtaking manoeuvres. . Stan and Derek 

had a memorable race swapping positions 

and finishing 0.159 seconds apart. Andrew, 

Anton, Stan and Derek all broke the 

previous lap record but Andrew walked 

away with the new record of 02:00.894. 

Behind them Wayne had a great race with 

Allan (A) and Philip (C) Wayne winning 

that little battle by +- 1 second from Allan and Philip in his class C car, another second behind Allan . 

Strangely, Jeff was a long way off the pace.  

In class C, Phillip  drove very well to finish well ahead of Tony Lederle  and Ettienne Strydom and also the 

only class C car on the same lap as the winning class A car. How he does this in a little Kent powered 4 speed 

car, is a mystery. Never mind the car, I think the race committee should take blood samples of the driver to find 

out what exactly he is on, and then éé..get some more to feed the other drivers. Needless to say Philip broke 

the Class C cut off time (2:08,5) Handing the victory to Ettienne. Tony broke out by the smallest margin we 

have ever seen, 0.001 sec or put another way 1 thousand of a second.  Ricardo had a good race with Andre du 

Plessis (X) and narrowly beat a flying Colin Barfoot who, on lap one,  fell back right to the back of the field 

but caught up again to within 0.5 seconds behind Ricardo. Colin is probably the most improved driver at the 

moment and seems to have regained his confidence after a crash earlier in the season at the same track.  

Lauren, Gary and Rod had a great race with the lady winning the battle. The three of them crossing the line 

within 0.8 seconds and Rod beating Gary by 0.086 seconds.  In the invitation class, Tim Clamp took top 

honours ahead of Alistair Morrish and Andre du Plessis who unfortunately did not finish the race.                                                                                                                                  

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anton overtaking Piero into the kink, followed by Andrew, 

Stan and ñAgter osò Derek. 

Rod and Gary crossing the line 0.086 sec apartðRod must have  a very 

big steering wheel or was he celebrating early ?  
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Pos. No. Name Total time Diff  Best time Chassis Engine 

CLASS A 

1 22 Klippies Krige 15:16.697   01:52.024 Seven Plus BMW 2.0 

2 31 Glenton Rebello 15:45.035 28.338 01:55.296 Birkin Opel Superboss 2.0 

3 12 James Forbes 16:24.204 07.507 01:59.796 Caterham Ford Duratec 2.0 

4 23 Piero Dal Bianco 16:30.796 14.099 02:01.470 Lotus 23 Opel Superboss 2.0 

5 18 Romano Sartori 16:32.206 15.509 02:01.970 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 21 Allan Dawson 17:11.336 54.639 02:05.677 Birkin Honda S2000 

CLASS B 

1 10 Anton Muller 16:28.883   02:01.574 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

2 84 Andrew Becker 16:31.273 02.390 02:00.894 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

3 72 Stan Alford 16:32.628 01.355 02:01.548 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

4 41 Derek van der Merwe 16:32.787 00.159 02:01.928 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

5 50 Wayne Silvester 17:10.069 37.282 02:06.523 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 99 Jeff Gable 17:18.973 08.904 02:05.914 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

7 40 Brandon Shaw 16:24.203 1 Lap 02:19.328 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

DNF 87 Pieter Oosthuizen       Replica 7 Toyota 20V 1.6 

CLASS C  -  Break out time ï 02:08.500 

1 56 Ettienne Strydom 15:40.352   02:10.645  Birkin Ford Zetec 2.0 

2 28 J Ricardo Simon 16:03.007 22.655 02:14.166  Birkin Toyota 16V 1.6 

3 44 Colin Barfoot 16:03.500 00.493 02:10.304  Birkin Ford Zetec 2.0 

4 20 Lauren Muller 16:19.737 16.237 02:15.394 Locost Toyota 20V 1.6 

5 81 Rod Schafer 16:20.540 00.803 02:15.659 Replica 7 Toyota 20V 1.6 

6 66 Gary Hulbert 16:20.626 00.086 02:17.581 Birkin Toyota 20V 1.6 

DNF 27 Hendrik Pieterse       Replica 7 Toyota 16V 1.6 

DQ 37 Tony Lederle 15:20.908   02:08.499 Caterham Ford Zetec 2.0 

DQ 74 Philip Vermeulen 17:13.117   02:06.103  Birkin Ford Kent 1700 

INVITATION  

1 61 Timothy Clamp 16:25.675   02:16.324 Locost Ford Rocam 1.6 

2 74 Alistair Morrish 16:38.869 13.194 02:16.417 Replica 7 Toyota Circa 1.8 8V 

3 25 Andre du Plessis 11:29.606 2 Laps 02:11.540 Locost Ford Rocam 1.6 

RESULTSðRACE 1 

...and that funny looking thing over there is 

what they call, a Toyota 4AGE 16V é. 

 

Ricardo and Hendrikð(Both running 16Vôs) 


