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MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

 

REPORT BY DEREK VD MERWE   
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The first round of the 2009 Lotus Challenge racing season started in spectacular fashion with awesome racing, from the 

word go. 

 

The number of entries was disappointingly low. No doubt, having to compete with Valentines day, took its toll. Most of 

the supporters and a few racers were dressed in red or pink to celebrate the day and keep their shares up with the loved 

ones. Lauren Muller and Derek Rowbotham made heart shaped stickers which were stuck on all the race numbers and 

little pink heart grid positions stickers on the steering wheels. 

 

Colleen Wood , Lucy Mcgowan , Conn Wood, Norman Wood and Roxanne Hulbert treated all the TLR members 

(racers and supporters) to a delicious lunch in the form of a ñboerieò / prego braai and some cold beers.  This was highly 

enjoyable and a welcome return to a wonderful tradition .   

 

A number of TLR members including Dr Jeff Wolfson, our chairman, made the effort to support the racers and as 

always this was highly appreciated. The racers obliged but putting on a great show. The season opening first race will 

be remembered and be talked about for a very long time. 

 

The cars were well prepared and looked very impressive as they lined up in the pit lane. The cars of Gary Hulbert, Piero 

dal Bianco, and Romano Sartori all stood out in their new colour schemes. 

 

Lotus Challenge welcomed our first rookie racers for 2009, Neil de Later who despite being very nervous, drove really 

well, kept his car on the track and managed to beat some of the regulars to finish a well deserved third overall in class 

C.   

 

 Rod Schafer and Dave Verwoerd, along with members of their usual support group, once again made sure the 

Durbanites were well represented . 

Starting GridðRace 1 
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Since our last race at this track, some changes were made in the form of additional tar strips to widen the track 

in specific areas. Unfortunately the quality of work was very poor and the new sections started breaking up 

causing dangerous pot holes, which were not repaired before the start of the event.  

 

The Clerk of the course did not want to cancel the event and the track was given a public road feel with some 

orange cones strategically placed to indicate the position of the potholes. The racers were given a stern warn-

ing to stay between the white lines or be black flagged and the track was declared raceable.  

 

20 Cars took to the track and after a few cautious laps, and helmets nicely filled with the red mist, the ham-

mers went down.  

 

The Caterhams of James Forbes and Peter Schmidt-Loffler recently had major heart transplants done and are 

now powered by BMW engines. The dynamics of class A is clearly changing with the four front runners, Klip-

pies, James, Peter and Glen being very evenly matched. 

 

The first four cars in class A qualified a mere 0.544 of a second apart. 

 

James Forbes took pole position with a very impressive 1:08,744  only 0.381 seconds off the lap record.    

 

In class B, Andrew Becker set the pace and was clearly going to be very difficult to beat. In class C, Piero dal 

Biancoôs skill and experience was evident as he easily took pole position in class C.  

 

The invitation class (X) was, once again, well supported with 5 entries. Dave Verwoerd (KZN), who recently 

replace the Toyota 16v with a 20v motor, was the quickest even though the car had a misfire and didnôt really 

perform to Daveôs expectations. Now doubt he will have this sorted for the next event. 

 

 

QUALIFYING  

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

Front to back: Gary Hulbert, Wayne Silvester, Fred Alberts, An-

drew Becker and Neil de Later. Hot Brolly Dolly: Marcia Verdoorn 
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QUALIFYING RESULTS:  

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

Pos No. Name Best time In lap Best Diff Gap Laps Car 

1 12 James Forbes (A) 01:08.744 4 130.921     4 Caterham 

2 31 G Rebello (A) 01:09.027 4 130.384 0.283 0.283 9 Birken 

3 22 Klippies Krige (A) 01:09.056 7 130.329 0.312 0.029 8 Lotus Replica 

4 19 Peter Schmidt-Loffler (A) 01:09.310 8 129.851 0.566 0.254 8 Caterham 

5 23 Romano Sartori (A) 01:12.613 7 123.945 3.869 3.303 8 Lotus 23 

6 41 A.J. Becker (B) 01:12.699 7 123.798 3.955 0.086 8 Birkin 7 

7 15 Pierre du Plessis (A) 01:13.657 5 122.188 4.913 0.958 8 Lotus Birkin 

8 10 Anton Muller (B) 01:15.309 6 119.508 6.565 1.652 8 Birkin 

9 50 W Silvester (B) 01:16.877 4 117.07 8.133 1.568 8 Birkin 7 

10 20 Lauren Muller (B) 01:17.721 5 115.799 8.977 0.844 5 Birkin 

11 18 P Dal Bianco (C) 01:18.366 8 114.846 9.622 0.645 8 Birkin 

12 26 Dave Verwoerd (X) 01:19.093 5 113.79 10.349 0.727 8 Lotus 7 

13 99 Jeff Gable (B) 01:19.396 3 113.356 10.652 0.303 4 Birkin 7 

14 66 Gary Hulbert (C) 01:19.493 7 113.218 10.749 0.097 8 Lotus 

15 14 Andre du Plessis (X) 01:19.716 8 112.901 10.972 0.223 8 Ford Rocam 

16 83 Willy Lochmann (X) 01:20.363 7 111.992 11.619 0.647 8 Locust 7 

17 4 Fred Alberts (X) 01:21.073 4 111.011 12.329 0.71 5 Lotus 7 

18 81 Rod Schafer (C) 01:23.085 4 108.323 14.341 2.012 7 Lotus 7 

19 64 Timothy John Clamp (X) 01:25.620 4 105.116 16.876 2.535 7 Ford Rocam 

20 27 Hendrik Pieterse (C) 01:25.737 5 104.972 16.993 0.117 7 Lotus 

Caterhams of Peter Schmidt-Loffler and James Forbes 
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Despite the condition of the track, Midvaal racetrack always produces very good racing. This time however, 

the Lotus Challenge racers, and in particular class A, put on a show to be remembered for a long time. 

 

The grid had a new look to it with the Caterham of James on pole. Klippies Krigeôs BMW powered 7 plus 

dominated the previous season but found himself in an unfamiliar third position on the grid. 

 

James Forbes led for the first two laps but the chasing pack didnôt make it easy for him. Glenton Rebello man-

aged to get past on lap 3 but lost the lead to James on the next lap. Klippies lost third place to Peter Schmidt-

Loffler and took the position back on lap 2. (in a move which later cost him dearly). Klippies made numerous 

attempts to pass James but the extra width of the Caterham SV400 came in handy and James managed to keep 

the lead up to lap six with some clever defensive driving. Klippies got past on lap 7 and Glenton also managed 

a last lap passing manoeuvre for a well deserved 2nd over the line. Even though Klippies crossed the line first 

he was given a 3 position penalty for passing Peter under stationary yellow flag, on lap two. This handed the 

victory to Glenton Rebello. 

Nevertheless the boys had an awesome race and could not stop smiling, long after the race. First to fourth 

crossed the line 1.3 seconds apart. Klippies set a new Class A record of 1:07.828 

 

In Class B, Anton and Jeff both broke down on the first lap, reducing the already small field, to only three 

cars. Andrew Becker drove exceptionally well and kept himself entertained by racing the class A cars of 

Romano Sartori and Pierre du Plessis. Wayne and Lauren had a good dice and swapped positions continu-

ously. Wayne led laps 1, 2, 8 and 9 and Lauren laps 3, 4, 5 and 7. In the end Wayne got a well deserved 2nd 

and Lauren 3rd. 

 

In Class C Piero dal Bianco had a relatively easy win and his biggest challenge seemed to be not breaking out 

on the Class C cut off time (1:16,5).  Piero was followed by a gaggle of Class C and X cars and special men-

tion has to go to Willy Lochman who stayed ahead of most of the Toyota 20v powered cars in his very modest 

Ford Rocam (Bantam Bakkie 1600) powered Locost. Willyôs ultra smooth driving style seems to overcome the  

obviously lack in horsepower.  Dave Verwoerd , Andre du Plessis, Gary Hulbert and Rod Schafer kept each 

other honest with lap times within 1.3 seconds from fastest to slowest. Rookie racer, Neil de Later raced his 

father, Joopôs car. Not sure what exactly Joop threatened him with, but he kept it clean and stayed out of trou-

ble to take a well deserved 4th in class.  Hendrik Pieterse, made some pre season changes to his carôs suspen-

sion and carburetion and improved his personal best time by a whopping 8 seconds. Hendrik had a good race 

with Tim Clamp in his Locost.    

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race 1 

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

Race 1 Turn 2.  James Forbes leading  Glenton Rebello, Peter Schmidt 

Loffler, Klippies Krige, Andrew Becker and Romano Sartori. 
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RESULTSðRACE 1: 

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

Caterhams of Peter Schmidt Loffler and James Forbes 

Pos No. Name  Laps  Total time Diff Best time 
In 

lap 
Best 

speed   

1 31 G Rebello    10  11:42.519   01:09.005 3 130.425 Birkin 

2 12 James Forbes    10  11:42.887 0.368 01:09.007 4 130.422 Caterham 

3 19 Peter Schmidt-Loffler    10  11:43.094 0.575 01:08.921 8 130.584 Caterham SV400 

4 22 Klippies Krige    10  11:43.890 1.371 01:07.828 8 132.689 Lotus Replica 

5 23 Romano Sartori    10  12:18.683 36.164 01:12.357 6 124.383 Lotus 23 

6 41 A.J. Becker    10  12:22.652 40.133 01:12.728 6 123.749 Birkin 7 

7 15 Pierre du Plessis    10  12:34.297 51.778 01:13.751 7 122.032 Lotus Birkin 

8 50 W Silvester      9  12:01.234 1 Lap 01:17.533 4 116.08 Birkin 7 

9 18 P Dal Bianco      9  12:04.613 3.379 01:17.956 5 115.45 Birkin 

10 20 Lauren Muller      9  12:06.589 5.355 01:17.088 4 116.75 Birkin 

11 83 Willy Lochmann      9  12:13.668 12.434 01:19.307 4 113.483 Locust 7 

12 26 Dave Verwoerd      9  12:15.955 14.721 01:19.320 9 113.464 Lotus 7 

13 14 Andre du Plessis      9  12:18.907 17.673 01:19.432 9 113.304 Ford Rocam 

14 66 Gary Hulbert      9  12:22.132 20.898 01:18.503 8 114.645 Lotus 

15 81 Rod Schafer      9  12:27.490 26.256 01:20.068 5 112.404 Lotus 7 

16 98 Neil de Later      9  12:38.819 37.585 01:21.602 7 110.291 Toyota 

17 64 Timothy John Clamp      9  12:46.316 45.082 01:22.001 9 109.755 Ford Rocam 

18 27 Hendrik Pieterse      8  13:19.498 2 Laps 01:24.806 2 106.125 Lotus 

Not classified (66% = 6 Laps)         

19 10 Anton Muller     -    --:--:--.---  --:--:--.--- 0 - Birkin 

20 99 Jeff Gable     -    --:--:--.---  --:--:--.--- 0 - Birkin 7 

21 4 Fred Alberts     -    --:--:--.---   --:--:--.--- 0 - Lotus 7 
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For about 3 laps, race 2 had the makings of yet another excellent race. James Forbes had a good start from 

second on the grid and managed to get passed Glenton on lap one. Klippies only needed 3 laps to take the lead 

from James and kept his position for a very good win and an overall class win on total time. Glenton made a 

few mistakes sending him off the track twice, spoiling his changes for a podium finish. 

 

In class B, Andrew once again had no competition and won the class by a massive 1 minute 7 seconds from 

Anton Muller who had to start right at the back of the field with a repaired but temperamental gearbox. Lauren 

and Wayne once again had a close race and this time Lauren, despite driving her car without a fan belt on the 

last lap, turned the tables on Wayne. 

 

In class C,  Piero dal Bianco once again, was unbeatable but Gary (ñGet out of my swamp donkeyò) Hulbert 

suddenly discovered where the throttle pedal was and kept Piero in his sights, ready to capitalise on any mis-

take.  

Rookie, Neil de Laterôs confidence grew (or his fear of his dad diminished), and he finished a well deserved 

3rd in class which also gave him 3rd overall for the day. A very good start to his ñRookie of the yearò cam-

paign. 

 

Willy Lochman once again was the pick of the class X bunch and he managed to beat Dave Verwoerd this 

time round.  Willy is a seasoned veteran and also raced in Porsche challenge in the past.  

 

Rod Schaferôs race came a little unstuck when he spun and stalled on the exit of turn one, costing him an entire 

lap.          

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race 2 

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

Front to back: Willy Lochman, Lauren Muller, 

Jeff Gable, Fred Alberts, Piero dal Bianco, Rod 

Schafer, Hendrik Pieterse 
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 ResultsðRace 2 

MIDVAAL  

Round 1ð2009 
14 February 2009  

James Forbes, Glenton Rebello, Klippies Krige, Peter Schmidt Loffler 

Pos No. Name  Laps  
Total 
time Diff Best time 

In 
lap 

Best 
speed   

1 22 Klippies Krige      9  10:32.546   01:09.000 3 130.435 Lotus Replica 

2 12 James Forbes      9  10:35.746 3.2 01:09.595 9 129.32 Caterham 

3 31 G Rebello      9  10:53.677 21.131 01:08.354 6 131.667 Birkin 

4 41 A.J. Becker      9  11:07.630 35.084 01:12.908 6 123.443 Birkin 7 

5 19 Peter Schmidt-Loffler      9  11:07.916 35.37 01:09.306 5 129.859 Caterham SV400 

6 23 Romano Sartori      9  11:20.071 47.525 01:12.889 9 123.475 Lotus 23 

7 10 Anton Muller      9  11:39.874 0.0008 01:15.563 6 119.106 Birkin 

8 20 Lauren Muller      9  12:05.213 0.0011 01:16.557 4 117.559 Birkin 

9 50 W Silvester      8  10:35.163 1 Lap 01:17.722 5 115.797 Birkin 7 

10 18 P Dal Bianco      8  10:38.081 2.918 01:17.907 8 115.522 Birkin 

11 66 Gary Hulbert      8  10:44.862 9.699 01:18.862 5 114.123 Lotus 

12 83 Willy Lochmann      8  10:47.681 12.518 01:19.214 4 113.616 Locust 7 

13 26 Dave Verwoerd      8  10:50.398 15.235 01:19.609 5 113.053 Lotus 7 

14 14 Andre du Plessis      8  10:57.422 22.259 01:19.205 4 113.629 Ford Rocam 

15 98 Neil de Later      8  11:06.388 31.225 01:19.789 4 112.798 Toyota 

16 64 Timothy John Clamp      8  11:10.914 35.751 01:21.631 5 110.252 Ford Rocam 

17 27 Hendrik Pieterse      8  11:35.088 59.925 01:23.887 2 107.287 Lotus 

18 15 Pierre du Plessis      7  08:46.062 2 Laps 01:12.913 3 123.435 Lotus Birkin 

19 81 Rod Schafer      7  0.007342 0.0013 0.000922 5 112.979   

Not classified (66% = 5 Laps) 

20 99 Jeff Gable     -    --:--:--.---  --:--:--.--- 0 - Birkin 7 

21 4 Fred Alberts     -    --:--:--.---   --:--:--.--- 0 - Lotus 7 


